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This file covered the Rendlesham Forest sightings of December 1980. This page provides a note on the history of the file.
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Background on the previous release of this file under Code of Practice in May 2001 and details of Ombudsman judgement that followed.
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Covering note to MoD from Sqn Ldr Don Moreland of RAF Woodbridge, reporting mysterious sightings in Rendlesham forest.
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Lt Colt Halt's famous memo to MoD, 13 January 1981, describing UFO sightings at RAF Woodbridge in December 1980.
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MoD briefing prepared for Central TV documentary on Rendlesham.











Woodbridge RAF/USAF Air Base 327

WOODBRIDGE RAF/USAF AIR BASE

in December 1980 it is at'zged that a grounded LSO was scenr iu ihe
Rendlesham Forest area outside the back gates of RAF/USAF Wood-
bridge in Suffolk, England.

There are various, and conflicting, reports about what occurred on the
night. According to the official report made by the Deputy Base Com-
mander, Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Halt, two security police witnessed
lights outside the back gate and called for permission to investigate on the
grounds that an aircraft might have crashed. Three patrolmen were sent
and they reported seeing a glowing object in the forest, described as
triangular in shape, about 9 feet wice and 6 feet high, and emanating a
powerful white light. Other reports detail blue and red lights at various
points on the object. It was either hovering or standing on short legs and as
the patrol approached, it manoeuvred away slowly through the trees on to
a nearby farm (causing some disturbance in the animals there) before
disappearing into the sky very quickly. However, the object was briefly
sighted again about an hour later.

Investigation the following day found three ground traces indicating
pessible landing leg depressions.

However, there are other stories of events that night including one
that the overall Commander of the base, Wing Commander Gordon
Williams, was present at the investigation and also communicated with
aliens that had been seen apparently carrying out repairs to the craft.

It is alleged that many films and photographs were taken but that these
were all confiscated by senior officers and have not been released.

Investigators examining these claims have obtained interviews with two
of the patrol who investigated the UFO, airman John Burroughs and a
second airman who remains anonymous and is given the pseudonym of
James Archer. Basically their stories agree with-the Deputy Command-
er'’s statement. Archer denies seeing aliens but saw shapes inside the
object, to which he had approached within three feet, and commented, ‘I
don’t know what they were but the shapes did not look human. Maybe
they were like robots.’

One of the security police at Woodbridge, Sergeant Adrian Bustinza,
. came forward after the publication of a book, Skycrash by Jenny Randles,

- Brenda Butler and Dot Street (see References and Background Material),
* and told his detailed version of events in the forest that night. Again, for
~ the most part, his account basically agrees with that of Lieutenant-Colonel
Halt. He describes the object as being seen through a yellow mist like
~ ‘nothing I have ever seen before’, and comments that it was a tremendous
size compared to the clearing it was in and that he was surprised it was able
to fit into the area. One major discrepancy arises in his description, how-
ever; he describes it as saucer-shaped rather than triangular-shaped, which
would seem to be a very major disagreement considering both reports
come from eye witnesses.

There is allegedly a tape recording made by Lieutenant-Colonel Halt
and his men while in the forest investigating the event and part of this has

i


























































































The National Archives
UFO file release August 2009
Lord Trefgarne's letter to Lord Hill-Norton, stating the events were "of no defence significance".
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MoD letter informing UFOlogist that a letter giving details of a UFO landing and alien creatures at RAF Woodbridge is "a forgery".
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Copy of forged letter (see also p82)
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UFO desk note to MoD Security reporting the forged document (also see p82-84)
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Letter from Defence Minister Michael Heseltine to Merlyn Rees, stating "there is not a grain of truth in the allegation that there has been a "cover-up" about alleged UFO sightings.
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A suggested explanation for the sightings, involving the Orfordness lighthouse, a fireball and bright stars.
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Press Line drawn up to answer questions on a News of the World story 
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MoD letter explains USAF personnel "did see unusual lights.." but that "..no explanation for the occurrence was ever forthcoming". 
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