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This file covered the Rendlesham Forest sightings of December 1980. This page provides a note on the history of the file.
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Background on the previous release of this file under Code of Practice in May 2001 and details of Ombudsman judgement that followed.
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Covering note to MoD from Sqn Ldr Don Moreland of RAF Woodbridge, reporting mysterious sightings in Rendlesham forest.
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Lt Colt Halt's famous memo to MoD, 13 January 1981, describing UFO sightings at RAF Woodbridge in December 1980.
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MoD briefing prepared for Central TV documentary on Rendlesham.
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Lord Trefgarne's letter to Lord Hill-Norton, stating the events were "of no defence significance".
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MoD letter informing UFOlogist that a letter giving details of a UFO landing and alien creatures at RAF Woodbridge is "a forgery".
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Copy of forged letter (see also p82)
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UFO desk note to MoD Security reporting the forged document (also see p82-84)
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Letter from Defence Minister Michael Heseltine to Merlyn Rees, stating "there is not a grain of truth in the allegation that there has been a "cover-up" about alleged UFO sightings.
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A suggested explanation for the sightings, involving the Orfordness lighthouse, a fireball and bright stars.









PQ 70670

SIR PATRICK. WALL. (CONSERVATIVE) (BEVERLEY)

Sir Patrick Wall - To ask the Secretary of State for 

Defence, if he has seen the United 

States Air Force memo dated 13 

January.1981’~ concerning unexplained 

lights near RAFWoodbridge.

SUGGESTED ANSWER (Mr Stanley)

Yes.
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Press Line drawn up to answer questions on a News of the World story 
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MoD letter explains USAF personnel "did see unusual lights.." but that "..no explanation for the occurrence was ever forthcoming". 
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